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---------------------------- 
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M  E  M  O  R  A  N  D  U  M 

 
TO: Ralph Huddleston, Jr. Chairman & Planning Board 
 
FROM: Dennis G. Lindsay, PE, Town Engineer, &  

Sean T. Hoffman, PE, Planning Board Consultant 
 
SUBJECT: MetroPCS New York, LLC 
  Wireless Telecommunication Facility 

Amended Site Plan & Special Permit 
  File No. 11-1-45; Memo No. 83–12-017 
 
DATE: May 11, 2012 
 
CC: Neal Halloran, Building Inspector, Broderick Knoell, Highway Superintendent, 

Richard Golden, Esq., Richard Comi, CMS, John Furst, Esq., (for Applicant) 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

The following are our comments on a proposed co-location telecommunications facility on an existing 
utility antenna structure (lattice tower) located off Harriman Drive in the RU Zone within the AQ-6 
aquifer overlay district.   
 

General/Background – The Goshen Town Code includes comprehensive regulations regarding wireless 
communications facilities (Article XIII).  The exhibits submitted by the applicant are responses to Code 
requirements.  The Center for Municipal Solutions (CMS), the Town’s telecommunications consultant, 
has reviewed these materials and will address issues related to the specialized field of 
telecommunications.  Our comments pertain to the site plan.   
 

This is an existing functioning site with a 150 feet tall (from base plate) lattice tower.  Currently the tower 
supports wireless services for Verizon Wireless, Cellular One/Dobson, T-Mobile and Sprint/Nextel.  The 
current application involves the vertical extension of the existing tower by 20 feet (for an overall height of 
170 feet) to co-locate a fifth service provider, MetroPCS, NY, LLC.  
 

A) Materials Reviewed 
 

1. Plans by the Cedar Group, Inc. Consulting Engineers as follows: 
 

Sheet No. Description Last Revised 
Z-1 Cover Sheet 3/23/2012 
Z-2 Site Plan 3/23/2012 
Z-3 Plans, Elevations & Details 3/23/2012 
Z-4 Details 3/23/2012 

 

2. Correspondence from applicant’s attorney dated April 24, 2012 with Exhibits (A through 
J) [for the most part, these are telecommunication documents which have been reviewed by 
CMS.  We have reviewed these only to the extent they impact site plan aspects]. 
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B) Review of Submitted Materials  
 

 1. Zoning –  
 

a) Use – The application requires special permit and site plan approval from the 
Planning Board.  As you know, the 150’ tall tower already exists.  The application 
is to co-locate an additional carrier (MetroPCS) by extending the tower an 
additional 20’ and mounting additional antenna (6 panel antenna at 51.4” x 6.5”); a 
cable bridge with 1 GPS antenna (13 feet above grade) and ground level equipment 
(10’ x 20’ concrete pad with equipment cabinets).  Everything is to be located 
within an existing fenced enclosure.  Co-location is encouraged and specifically 
covered in the Code [§97-89F]. 

  

b) Area Variances – The Code requires wireless communication towers within all 
zones, except the CO & I zones, to be setback twice the height of the tower from 
the property line [§97-94B.3].  The proposed 170’ tall tower (150’ existing + 20’ 
proposed extension) is 53 feet from the rear property line and 47 feet from the side 
property line.  We have discussed this matter with Building Inspector Halloran and 
believe a variance may be necessary.  In addition, wireless communication 
facilities may exceed otherwise applicable height limits (35’ in this zone) provided 
they comply with Article VII of the Code and increase the minimum setback by 
one foot for every one foot by which the height limit is exceeded [§97-20E(3)] 
[§97-40D(2)]. 

 

c) Special Permit – In order to ensure the compatibility of uses with surrounding 
properties, the Town Code permits certain uses only upon the issuance of a special 
permit by the Planning Board.  Prior to granting or denying a special permit, you 
are required to make specific findings in accordance with the Town Code [§97-73].  
(Informational). 

 

 This application requires a public hearing.  CMS will advise when the application 
is complete in terms of telecommunications aspects and ready for public hearing. 

 

 2. Access –  
 

a) The access, utilities, fencing, etc. for the tower already exist.  The site owner 
should confirm the access easement includes the proposed co-locator. 

 

b) The applicant should confirm the proposed equipment space will not interfere with 
the maintenance or access of other equipment.  If approved, there will be a total of 
five (5) equipment shelters adjacent to the tower.  As you can see from the plan 
(Sheet Z2) there are a number of equipment shelters surrounding the tower base 
and maintenance space is being reduced.   

 

c) The comments of Goshen’s emergency service organizations should be solicited. 
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 3. Miscellaneous Details –  
 

a) Limits of Work - The applicant should confirm no changes are being proposed to 
areas outside the fence limits. 

 

b) Emergency Contact – You should confirm there will be one source of contact for 
maintenance.  The Town should not need to investigate and determine a 
responsible party when making notification of a problem.  We advised the 
applicant at the staff meeting this would be a recommended requirement in your 
action. 

 

c) Structural Analysis – The applicant has submitted a Structural Analysis Report by 
Global Tower Service, LLC dated January 30, 2012 (Exhibit E) advising there is 
sufficient structural capacity according to the original design and previous 
modifications.  Some of the assumptions of the report are (1) information provided 
by the client (MetroPCS) and (2) information from drawings or field inspections.  
We had the benefit of discussing the structural analysis with Dick Comi and 
concur with his observation that the antenna loading information included in the 
Structural Analysis report is at variance with the information included on plans.  
Prior to our detailed review of the structural calculations, the applicant should 
eliminate these inconsistencies and submit revised calculations if necessary. 

 

d) Intermunicipal Notification- The Code [§97-94A(5)(a)] provides for mandatory 
notice of municipalities within one mile and notice for any greater distance you 
consider appropriate.   

 
C) Referrals Required 

1. Town of Goshen ERB 
2. Town of Goshen Telecommunications Advisory Board 
3. Emergency Service Organizations 
4. Orange County - 239 referrals 


